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JUBl LEE

In the Bible, a “Jubilee” was a year of emancipation and restoration to be celebrated every fifty years by
the whole people of Israel. The enslaved were to be released and alienated lands returned. That makes
a Jubilee a fitting accompaniment to Holy Week and Easter. This year, two weeks before Easter Holy
Cross Priory and the Sisterhood of St. John the Divine both celebrated Jubilees. On March 19, the
Sisters celebrated the Silver Jubilee of Sr. Jessica Kennedy, SS|D, and a few days later, on April 21%, the
Monks of Holy Cross Priory celebrated the Golden Jubilee of the Revd. Canon Christian George Swayne,
OHC with a festal Eucharist and reception. Above we see them both: Canon Swayne on the left, Sister
Jessica on the right, standing on either side of the Most Revd. Michael Peers, retired Primate of Canada,
who presided at the Eucharist. This Eucharist was celebrated in presence of the Most Revd. Colin Johnson,
Archbishop of Toronto. Please join us and them in giving thanks for God’s wonderful gifts of grace in the
lives of Sister Jessica and Fr. Christian!

Nillie 40?42 and the ThisisHoly Cross 130" year, our 41% in Canada. \We hope

ke,“m“‘-‘,m you will keep usin your prayers—oneway to do aoistojoin
us by using the following prayer regularly:

:.-.. One of the most popular movies of

1990 was “Ghost”, starring Patrick
Swayze, Demi Moore, and Whoopi ?" ayer 6"" O-AHC Canada

Goldberg. Swayze was the Ghost, God our Saviour, we desire to do your will.
whose love after death enabled him to

save hisbeloved beforegaing onto his Help the Order of the Holy Cross to plan

reward. It was and isimmensely popular, and remains one of my own per- wisely for its continuing ministry in Canada.
sonal favourites. One reason for thisisits very hopeful view of life after

death. What is frequently ignored isthat it is also utterly ruthless—it con-

Help them and us to discern our paths, to
tains no mercy at all. find new ways and places to serve, and to

In the course of thefilm “ ghosts’ (the recently departed) areinvisibleto . ol o .
the living, but at some point receive their reward—they are either drawn live with mtegrlty so that both we and they

up to thelight if they are good, or are carried off by horrible shadesif they will be enabled to share the monastic commit-

are not. But it is all completely impersonal. God never appears, either as
Judge or Saviour, and there is neither appeal nor second chance. ment and values they were founded to

In the film this works dramatically because the “good” are people like represent; We ask this through jesus
our perceived selves—possessors of ordinary middle class virtues, with .
some good will, but little in the way of religious commitment; the wicked Christ our Lord. Amen.
on the other hand are obviousvillains, equally devoid of religion, but readily




identifiable astraitors or petty hoods, justly condemned.

Or are they? In the film, Patrick Swayze's principal virtueisto be a
generally “good guy” with agenuine love for the heroine. It isonly indi-
rectly relevant that in real life his goodness was much more complex or
that in 2009 he died very courageously of cancer. It isperhapspossibleto
concedethat, asportrayed, Carl Brunner, themovi€e sprincipd villain, got his
just reward. But what about Willie Lopez, played by Rick Aviles?Avilestoois
dead, of complicationsattendant upon AIDS. But eveninthemovie, did he
get hisjust reward?

It may be doubted. In the movie Willie is the actual murderer, athief
who looksthe part; but even there—though ignorant and almost entirely
self-centered—he comes across as more victim than villain. Is he to be
condemned impersonally to the shades and drawn off without hope or
recourse? Swayze displays pity for Carl, but none whatever for Willie.

But why, then, is this movie so comforting, and so popular? In large
part, it is because almost all the characters are so two-dimensional. That
isappropriate to the genre, but it bearslittle resemblance to the life most
of us know ourselvesto live. In the movie, the one exception is Willie.
He is the one character really like ourselves—not because we act the
way hedid, but because our virtues aswell asour vices are equally com-
plex. Do we deserveto be carried off? Or will we be (as another charac-
ter putsit) “oneof thelucky ones’ who achievethelight?And doesthishave
anything to dowith Easter?

Not much. For despite the warm feeling it engenders, the message of
this film is the opposite of Easter. The film proclaims an impersonal
justice; Easter is about mercy. That iswhy Willieis so important. Easter
isabout mercy for Willie. Indeed, in many ways heisbetter off than most
of us—Williecan’'t even pretend to bea* good guy”. Most of usfind that
all too easy, which makes it that much harder for us to ask for (or re-
ceive) mercy.

Now mercy makes me uncomfortable. I’d much rather be like the fic-
tional (but not the real) Patrick Swayze and be secure in my “good
guyness’; but it was the real Swayze who died so bravely. It isonly by
accepting our real selves—that we and Willie are in the same boat—that
we can really rise from the dead.

DidWillie (or Rick Aviles) accept the outstretched hand? We will never
know. But Easter cel ebratesthe fact that the hand isalwaysthere. Thefirst
stepisto acknowledge that we need it—that wearen't “ good guys’ (or gals).
Thenwecanreceive mercy.

The Resurrection and the outstretched hand have been portrayed in a
variety of ways, but none, to my mind, is more moving than the Descent
into Hell. The Risen Christ, having been through death and the worst
that it can bring, rises triumphantly from the land of the shades, holding
the hands of Adam and Eve. That isthe moment of triumph, mercy avail-
ableto all: Christisrisen fromthe dead, trampling down death by death,
giving life to those who are in the tombs. All you have to do is grasp the
hand! That is Easter. Let us hope that not only Patrick Swayze and Rick
Aviles, but al the Willies of this world—including us—will have the
courage to grasp the hand. Step oneisto ask for mercy—and it is abso-
lutely free. Happy Easter! RicHARD PauL VAacaclionE, OHC
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Community News

Likemogt of Canada, thisyear wedidn't haveto dreamof a“white Chrigmeas’
or a“white’ January, February, or March! Thisdidn’'t prevent usat all from
being busy. Br. David continued hisregular ministriesat St. James Cathe-
dral, and St. Barnabas and St. Hilda' s parishesin Toronto. In February he
was part of ateam invited to makean officia visitationto St. Gregory’sAb-
bey, ThreeRivers, MI. Ontop of that he hel ped usbring our kitchen renova-
tion to completion and preparefor Br. Christian’s Golden Jubilee. Br. Chris-
tian himself hasbeenflourishing asan “elder”, and continueshisministry of
hospitality and spiritual directioninour “limina centre” (seenextarticle). Br.
L eonar d hasbeenteaching Church History at St. Nicholas' Seminary in Cape
Coast Ghanasince September, and joyfully returned inmid-March. Heisnow
getting his* Canadianfeet” again, visiting Toronto parishes, and getting reac-
quainted with friends. Br. Reginald continuesassisting Br. Brian a . Paul’s
Rexdde, attended an*“in person” meeting of our Community’sCouncil at West
Park, N, helped grade ordination examsfor the U.S. Episcopa Church, and
continues hiswork as Parish Selection Coach for anumber of local parishes.
Asour Canadian Novice Master, he has been particularly activeinworking
with severa aspirants. In January Br. Richar d achieved his* three-scoreand
ten”, but hasnot yet found it to be*“ but labour and sorrow” . He continues his
ministry of writing and spiritual direction and, though not teaching thisterm,
continuesto direct doctora theses. In March heled aQuiet Day and preached
a St. Barnabas' Churchin Ottawa, where many peopleremember previous
OHCvidts. In December, and again in March weweredelighted towelcome
Br.Adrian, OHC, a*monk notinresidence’, whoseforma connectionwith
the Order isthrough thisHouse. And, throughit all we have continued our
daily celebration of the Divine Officeand the Holy Eucharist, which remain
the centresof our lives. Happy Easter!

A Ministwy of Hospitality

My life asaBenedictine Monk isone devoted not only to prayer, but to
engagement intheministry of hospitality. Hospitality, as| reflect uponit, isto
beunderstood asaministry of both placeand process. Itisseenasalimina
place: amonastery or retreat centrethat providesfor ashort period of timefor
pilgrimsto be set apart from their normal routine and, asaprocess, either
individualy or commundly to relax, to discover oneself and one’ srelationship
to God, to pray and berenewed in order to return refreshed to theworld.

Asil reflect onmy ministry inthe Diocese of Toronto, | find that an essential
element of what | do fallsunder the above understanding of hospitality as
process. It does not matter whether | am wearing my hat asan NCD (Na-
tiona Church Deve opment) coach, an* Appreciativelnquiry” facilitator work-
ing to help parishesresolve conflict, or asthe Pastoral Associate at my parish,
my goal inall cases, isto enable peopleto see and experiencethat all life
belongsto God. | dothis(at least, that’smy intention) by directing whatever
process | employ to help people experience the beautiful and holy assome-
thing near to them and attainable. | attempt to provide peoplewith the space,
and give them permission to experience or explorethefollowing questions:
Howdo | seemyworldand myroleinit? How do | see God? What isthe
faith that drives me? Essentially, the goal of hospitality iswholenessfor
individuasand communities.

Asan NCD coach | try to help aparishidentify itsstrengths, and places
where it is stagnant. The goal isto work at wholeness and health. “Ap-
preciative Inquiry” is a method that provides the opportunity for a con-
gregation to talk about and imaginetheir preferred future. Thispreferred
futureisrooted in the best of the past of acongregation’slifeand history.
In both processes peopl e see and experience through their corporate life
both the beautiful and the holy, and therefore are inspired to strive for
greater health, wholeness and holiness. The journey of wholeness (hos-
pitality) enablesoneto return to alifewith otherswith renewed hope and
vitality for arich, truelife with others. Hospitality keeps open the doors
to an expanding life. Hospitality isthe space and processto wholenessto
self identity, to love, and faith in the wonder of living.

ReGINALD MARTIN CRENSHAW, OHC

Do you think you might have a Holy Cross Vocation? To explore, write

Br. Reginald our Novice Master at reginald.martin@live.ca

HOLY CROSS PRIORY
204 High Park Ave.
Toronto, ON M6P 256

www.ohcpriory.com

tel. 416-767-9081




