Merry Christmas from the Monks
at Holy Cross Priory

That
“Christmas”
Feeling
Charles Dickens wrote any number of Christmas stories, but
only one has truly become the story of Christmas—the first, A
Christmas Carol, published in 1843. And yet, this “Carol” as
usually presented today is not quite the carol Dickens had in
mind. Most modern versions minimize its eeriness—the fact that
it really is a ghost story. Marley is not the only one to wander
about the tale with a sinister aura, even if not always in chains.
Yet even in scenes only rarely dramatized, Dickens believed
there was a discernible Spirit of Christmas—a common feeling which transcended everything else, and which
could be found even among busy people on ships at sea or in the deepest of mines. It isn’t directly dependent on
moral character or temperament, but on something more fundamental. Dickens never quite defines what that is, but
if it is anything, it is surely generosity of heart, and the willingness to express that generosity in a concrete way.
The traditional Christmas story only makes a couple of cameo appearances in Dickens’ tale, but this makes a
recent Scientific study all the more relevant. A study done at the University of Chicago shows that religious people are by and large inclined to be less altruistic than their secular peers. The study concerned all religions, not
just Christianity, and not just North America. Other studies have
shown that the relationship between generosity and belief is vastly
complex. Still if Dickens was right, there is a direct connection
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Becoming an Associate

Associates are people
who maintain a close
personal relationship
with the order through
prayer, giving, and
sharing our Benedictine
Rule of life. We pray
for associates by name
each day as we ask them
to do for us.; Associates
can be men or women,
married or single, lay or
ordained. Together with
the Director of Associates they devise a simple
rule of life that works for
them. That makes them
part of the Holy Cross
family of prayer as we

journey together toward God.
There are already several hundred associates all across Canada; if you
are interested in becoming one of them, please contact the Director of
Associates Br. Leonard Abbah at guntugu@gmail.com. Very shortly Br.
Leonard will be leaving for a visit to our Associates in British Colombia.
He will be there from November 24 to December 14. To find out the
details, please send him an email at the address just given.

Some of you may have wondered what happened
to our Holy-Cross-tide newsletter. Nothing impeded our Holy Cross Day celebration, as you can see
from the picture on the left. The Newsletter was another story. We had a double “copier breakdown”.
The first was our computer, which gave up the ghost
at the least helpful possible time; the other was Br.
Richard, the human component, who developed a
surprise infection. As a result, instead of going to
see The Martian on his day off as planned, the doctor whisked Richard into the hospital for a week.
All is now well: the infection is being defeated, we
have a new computer, and our “two-component”
copier is more or less functional. Unfortunately,
this did not happen in time to produce a September Newsletter. We did, however, think of you all
on Holy Cross Day, and hope you will accept our
apologies. Thank you for thinking of us!

Community Notes

In June the entire community went to West Park to take part in the Order’s
annual Chapter. About the same time we decided that our venerable second
car was getting past the point of repair and needed to be replaced. With the
help of a generous gift from the Diocese of Toronto we were able to buy a
good used car which looks to serve for a number of years to come. This was
particularly helpful because several of the brothers served in parishes over
the summer. Brothers Leonard and David were both very active in supply
work and both now have more extensive assignments. Beginning in September Br. David became Interim Pastor of Saint Hilda’s Anglican Church here
in Toronto, and more recently Br. Leonard has been made Interim Pastor
of Toronto’s Ghanaian congregation. In addition to his continuing work at
St. Paul the Apostle, Br. Reginald is helping guide several congregations
seeking to renew their parochial life. Br. Richard did some services at Saint
Matthias Etobicoke this summer, but was otherwise engaged in writing and
in getting ready for teaching at Trinity College. This was slightly interrupted
by a sojourn in the hospital, but all is now going well. In November he was
able to be Gospeller at the funeral of a long-time Associate, Mary Eleanor
Hill. Charles is working on adjusting to the monastic life through prayer,
study, participation in the Divine Office, and much helpful work around the
monastery. Br. Christian, now in the 51st year of his Life Profession, remains
our Nonus (Venerable Father), a helpful presence in all areas of community
life. One of the highlights of September at the Priory was our celebration of
Holy Cross Day, pictured above. We were delighted to be able to welcome
our Canadian Visitor, the Right Revd. Linda Nicholls, as our celebrant, and
had a grand time at St. John’s Church, next door to the Priory. This was
complemented by a delightful Thanksgiving Dinner in October.

Welcome!

In October we were delighted to received a new addition to our community, the Revd. Charles McMulkin, who came to try his vocation as
a Postulant in the Order of the Holy Cross. Charles was born in Hamilton, Ontario, and did both
his BA & MTS degrees at
Trinity College, Toronto.
He was ordained priest in
1987 and then served in
parishes in the Dioceses
of Western Newfoundland,
Niagara, and Toronto. Most
recently Charles has been
Senior Addictions Counsellor and Clinical Supervisor
with Renascent Fellowship,
here in Toronto, and Honourary Assistant Priest at
the Church of the Redeemer. Like all the rest of us
Charles is trying to discern
God’s purpose for him. The
postulancy, which is the first
stage, lasts 6 months; at that
point, if Charles and the Community agree, he will become a novice,
and receive the Habit of the Order; after two years as a novice he will be
eligible to take the Monastic Vow for one year; after at least two years
in this Annual Vow, he will be eligible to take the Life Vow. Please keep
him and us in your special prayers as we walk together with all of you
along the narrow path that leads to Life.

God Bless Us,
Every One!
The Monks of Holy Cross Priory
invite you to a
CHRISTMASTIDE AFTERNOON RECEPTION
at the Priory
on Wednesday December 30
from 3 to 5 p.m.
For more information cal1 416-767-9081.
CHECK IT OUT!
We’re reconstructing our Website!
You can follow changes as they occur at
www.ohcpriory.com

